quality. In addition, the authors did not identify unpublished and ongoing studies. International trial registers should be searched to detect publication bias [2] .
Lastly, the study was performed partially in accordance with the Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic reviews and Meta-Analysis (PRISMA), the protocol for which is not registered in the International Prospective Register of Systematic Reviews (PROSPERO). Registration of protocol details is now recognized as desirable in order to promote and maintain transparency in the process and to assist in minimizing the risk of selective outcome reporting bias [3] .
Therefore, we conclude that Gao et al.'s meta-analysis has the potential for producing incorrect results due to a lack of quality assessment, an inappropriate search to identify relevant studies and an absence of protocol registration.
Abbreviations PRISMA, Preferred Reporting Items for Systematic reviews and Meta-Analysis; PROSPERO, International Prospective Register of Systematic Reviews; TLR, toll-like receptor
